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It is hard to believe that this is my last president’s report to the U.S. Foursquare 
Church. Debbie and I could not be more grateful for the privilege of serving 
you for these last 11 years as the president (one year as interim), 7 years as the 
general supervisor, and 10 years as the southeast district supervisor. We’ve served 
28 years on the corporate side of our denomination, and 44 years altogether as 
credentialed ministers. Our time has been unforgettably marked by those we’ve 
been surrounded by—some of the greatest servant-leaders ever in The Foursquare 
Church, both nationally and globally. I’ve certainly come to understand that we are 
stewarding a godly, Spirit-dependent, and Christ-centered movement, that has its 
roots in revival and prayer. Birthed in the fire of evangelism, Pentecost, the 
miraculous, church multiplication, and global expansion, the ethos of our 
Foursquare family took root 97 years ago, when Angelus Temple was launched in 
Los Angeles, California, January 1, 1923.  
  
I have wrestled with what to say in this last formal communication to our 
convention body. I know that you will get important reports and summaries from all 
our executives, who lead the national church office, Foursquare Missions 
International, operations, and finance. Those are all critical areas that, ultimately,  
the president’s office oversees and is responsible for. I thought about reviewing 
where we’ve come from over this last decade or even sharing my own personal  
view of the future. But neither of those ideas seemed as important as conveying a 
few lessons that I have learned along the way while observing our spiritual family in 
motion. These are lessons that will stay with me for a long time. Our journey has 
been marked by God’s love and faithfulness, and it has been supported by your 
love, godly prayers and kingdom partnership.  
  
#1) LEADERSHIP IS TEMPORARY: We must always lead with the future in mind. It’s 
the essence of discipleship. We should always be pouring into someone else so that 
they’ll be equipped to lead in our absence. One day, we will step back and someone 
else will step forward. Our influence will decrease, and theirs will increase. We need 
to be intentional about this. It has been said that the greatest legacy of your life 
may not be what you have done, but who you have influenced and shaped. 
Leadership is a lot like parenting. We’re not raising children, but future adults. Our 
seasons in Foursquare have been distinguished by learning from the best; the 
McPhersons, the Hollands, the Rissers, the Van Cleaves, the Hayfords, the Helms, 
the Roths, the Hickses, the Mehls, etc. Our movement, and my life, have been 
incredibly blessed and shaped by their anointed leadership. But new generations 
emerge. They always do. Lead with a loose grip on the role or platform from which 
you lead.  
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Remove obstacles, build trust, foster unity, make room for the work of the Spirit, 
and keep your eyes on the mission of God—the harvest! Love God with all your 
heart, soul, body, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. That’s the one non-
negotiable priority in the kingdom. Remember, LEADERSHIP IS TEMPORARY. 
  
#2) PARTNERSHIP IS ESSENTIAL: There is no room for lone rangers. The 
Jerusalem council recognized God’s Word, God’s favor, God’s anointing, God’s 
strategy, and God’s plans for the future. They came to understand that for the 
Church to fulfill its mission, it needed to align with God’s ultimate plan, to engage 
the whole Church to reach the whole world. Because of this, they opened the door 
to the Gentiles for full kingdom relationship and partnership. The mission could 
never be completed or forwarded without this major shift in their ministry 
paradigm. They needed each other. We’ve ALWAYS needed each other. Jesus’ 
whole ministry was about taking down walls and building bridges. We truly benefit 
and are strengthened from others participation, support, instruction and correction. 
We are spiritually wired to be at our best when all of God’s creation and the parts 
of the Body of Christ are functioning together. It’s so easy to get myopic or 
think our view is the only one or the right one. We cover so much more ground 
when we integrate our efforts and utilize everyone. So, bring your best to the table, 
but intentionally make room for the gifts of others. The weakest and most unknown 
parts just may be the most important parts. I honor God when I honor others. I 
please God when I engage with others. I fulfill God’s plans and purposes when I link 
my efforts with others. Remember, LEADERSHIP IS TEMPORARY, AND 
PARTNERSHIP IS ESSENTIAL. 
  
#3) LOST PEOPLE MATTER: The Church has one mission, God’s mission. This 
mandate is: taking the Good News to everyone who has not heard. It will always be 
local, regional, national, and global (Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the 
Earth). Everything we do must be vetted against this all-important focus. It’s not 
just something we get to do, it is the essence of the mission. The purpose of 
Pentecost was to fill us with power to become effective witnesses. The Great 
Commission is our rallying call, and should inform every plan and strategy made. 
God has shown Himself to be a rescuing, restorative and redemptive God. 
That is what the Church should be known for. When we measure our budgets and 
our time, our priority should be about making inroads into the dark places, the least 
reached and the unreached. No one should face eternity without hearing the 
Gospel at least once. Every movement I’m connected with has made the focus 
of these present days all about the harvest. Jesus is coming soon. Whether He 
physically returns to Earth in my lifetime or not, He is coming for all of us at some 
point. We represent the heart of God well when we are burdened for, praying for, 
and intentionally seeking after the lost. Remember, LEADERSHIP IS TEMPORARY, 
PARTNERSHIP IS ESSENTIAL, AND LOST PEOPLE MATTER. 
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#4) POWER DISMANTLES STRONGHOLDS: No human strategies will dismantle 
hell’s strongholds. We need the Holy Spirit and all that He brings today, more than 
ever. We need the boldness to become spiritual warriors and agents of change. We 
need the gifts of the Spirit to serve the world. We need the fruits of the Spirit to 
bear witness of our testimony. We need the power of the Spirit to confront the 
works of darkness. Consciously or not, we are engaging the kingdom of darkness 
on a daily basis. We have been commissioned to take back lost territory and claim 
new territory. We are an army equipped for war, not against men or women, but 
against all principalities of the devil. I’m thankful for a movement that celebrates 
and contends for the miraculous, that invites the healing power of Jesus, expects 
the intervention of God’s power at every juncture in our walks of life, and is 
unafraid of engaging in intense spiritual warfare. Remember, LEADERSHIP IS 
TEMPORARY, PARTNERSHIP IS ESSENTIAL, LOST PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD, AND 
POWER DISMANTLES STRONGHOLDS. 
  
#5) MINISTRY IS DEMANDING: There are no shortcuts, no days set to auto-pilot, no 
escaping responsibility, and no guarantees. Relationships are often challenging in 
ministry. Expectations grind away at your joy. Physical exhaustion is at your door. 
I’ve seen people destroyed by ministry, when boundaries weren’t established and 
when dreams were unfulfilled. I’ve seen disappointment when God’s timing didn’t 
match ours or when decisions that others made brought pain or frustration. When 
you lead without renewing your soul daily, you become very vulnerable. When you 
minister out of competency and not out of character and calling, you expose 
yourself to the deceptions of life. When you don’t have a view of the long-haul, you 
violate godly limits and boundaries. When you fail to heed the warnings of God and 
others, you become extremely vulnerable. The good news is that there are many 
who have finished well. Not without some scars, but they have crossed the finish 
line and have heard God say, “Well done.” That’s the goal for myself and my hope 
for you. Finish well and finish strong. Love God and love others. Guard your heart 
and guard your tongue. Leave a powerful witness for others to discover the 
God that you have come to know and serve. Leave your families a healthy legacy of 
hope, earned through endurance and by overcoming all odds. Teach them patience 
and forgiveness. Don’t leave them a residue of bitterness that is poisoned by 
disappointment, brokenness and pain. Be transparent and honest, but allow them 
to see and experience the sustaining work of God’s grace, God’s mercy, God’s love, 
and God’s healing power. Remember, LEADERSHIP IS TEMPORARY, PARTNERSHIP 
IS ESSENTIAL, LOST PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD, POWER DISMANTLES 
STRONGHOLDS, AND MINISTRY IS DEMANDING. 
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#6) CHURCH IS CENTRAL: The one institution that the Lord built is the Church. It 
has weathered many storms and persecutions. It has been shut down, scattered 
and marginalized. However, the Church has only gotten stronger. Today, it meets in 
cathedrals, under trees, in homes, on the battlefield, in hospitals, businesses, and 
even over the internet. The common threads are pastoral leadership, the Word, 
community, shared values, a common enemy (the devil), and a common mission 
(the lost). We must make every effort to keep this institution healthy, growing, and 
multiplying. It is the community for discipleship and evangelism. It partners with 
others to take the Gospel to the unreached and the hard places. The Church loves 
and serves the community it’s in. It is the prayer force that pushes back the 
darkness. The Church provides the caring ministries that help feed and clothe the 
poor. It is the moral compass for any community. It houses the prophetic and the 
apostolic voices. It helps bring clarity when there is confusion, and peace when 
there is unrest. It calls us to repentance and salvation. It prays and contends for 
healing for the sick. It recognizes the potential in people, and sponsors them to lead 
and serve. It is the undeniable institution that Jesus is building, and the gates of hell 
cannot hold back. The devil has no answer for the Church. As long as we lift Jesus 
up as the head of the Church, it will continue to be His vehicle, message, and 
pathway to repentance, redemption and restoration. I love the fact that our 
movement was not born out of a strategy session or a denominational plan, 
but was initiated from a local church, bathed in the fire of Pentecost, that chartered 
its course to simply take the whole Gospel everywhere to everyone. That is our 
mission. That is our charge. That is our mandate. 
  
REMEMBER: 
*LEADERSHIP IS TEMPORARY 
*PARTNERSHIP IS ESSENTIAL 
*LOST PEOPLE MATTER 
*POWER DISMANTLES STRONGHOLDS 
*MINISTRY IS DEMANDING 
*AND CHURCH IS CENTRAL 
 
 
The great reformer, Martin Luther penned these words: 
  
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing; 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 
  
And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to  
undo us, We will not fear, for God has willed His truth 
to triumph through us;  
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The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure. 
One little word shall fell him. 
  
That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them,  
abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who with  
us sideth; 
Let good and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever. Amen 
 
 
 

    


